	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	January
	% change
	Rolling year  Dec 2003
	Rolling year Jan 2004

	Total buses and coaches
	777
	-18.7%
	13,461
	13,285

	Buses & coaches >8.5t
	304
	-25.8%
	4,091
	3,985

	
	
	
	
	

	Single deck buses
	
	
	
	

	mini buses to 3.5t
	312
	-29.4%
	7,687
	7,557

	3.5 – 8.5t
	161
	59.4%
	1,683
	1,743

	8.5 – 16t
	88
	-12.9%
	1,012
	999

	16t +
	38
	-56.8%
	478
	428

	Single deck buses total
	599
	-18.2%
	10,860
	10,727

	16t + Double Deck buses
	81
	-55.2%
	1,568
	1,468

	All buses
	680
	-25.5%
	12,428
	12,195

	All coaches
	97
	142.5%
	1,033
	1,090

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	32
	146.2%
	182
	201

	Coaches 16t+
	65
	140.7%
	851
	889


Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
January 2004 saw bus registrations (over 8.5t gvw) down by 25.8 per cent on the same month in 2004. In contrast, coach registrations were up by over 140 per cent on January 2003. The calendar year total for buses over 8.5t in 2003 was 4,091 units, though the January 2004 market saw the total for the rolling year to January trimmed to 3,985. For coaches, the respective totals were 1,033 and 1,090. This confirms the industry’s view of relatively better immediate prospects for coach registrations as opposed to those for buses.
Coach registration volumes are generally more significant in the opening months of a year. However, in 2003, as in 2001 and 1997, registrations were well below the 66 unit January average for the period 1997 - 2003, hence some of the growth this year reflects this. For buses, this context was different, with registration volume in January 2003 significantly above the 1997 to 2003 average for the month. This also helps to explain some of the significant month on month drop this January.
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